Top 10 Reasons People Fail Their Driving Test

1. Observations at junctions
 
Ineffective observation and judgement

2. Use of mirrors


Not checking or not acting on the information you see

3. Control - Steering


Steering too early or leaving it too late

4. Turning right at junctions

Position, accuracy & observations
5. Moving off safely


Ineffective observation and indicating the wrong way
6. Response to traffic lights

Waiting at filter arrows when it’s safe to proceed

7. Positioning



At roundabouts, junctions, lanes and bends
8. Not responding to traffic signs
 Wrong lane with clear signage, ignoring STOP signs,    
 driving in a bus lane, changes to speed limits etc.
9. Control when moving off

Repeated stalling, trying to pull off in the wrong gear
& trying to pull off with the handbrake still on
10. Reverse parking (bay & parallel)
Ineffective observation or lack of accuracy etc.
· Insufficient observation at junctions and not using mirrors effectively when changing direction accounted for 368,047 test failures in 2017

· 39% of all accidents in Great Britain in 2017 were a result of a driver failing to look properly as above
· All you need to bring with you to your driving test is your photo card driving licence and possibly your theory test certificate (check email). Make sure the address details on your driving licence are correct (free to change), if they are not you could be fined up to £1000.
· Many people have thought they failed for doing something, but then actually still passed. If at any point you think you may have failed, keep focused just in case it’s not as bad as you think. I have had many pupils in the past who thought they failed, lost heart and didn’t try as hard. They then failed for something completely different and wished they’d carried on, if they did, they would’ve have passed.
· Try staying calm, I can’t emphasise this enough, if you are calm and relaxed, the examiner will too. If an examiner seems quiet or off with you, don’t take it personally. They’re probably keeping quiet to help you concentrate and maybe it’s been a long day for them.
· Deep breaths help with keeping you calm, it sounds silly but it works.
· Try not to drive on memory of the roads, plan ahead. Look for signs and road markings as they often change without warning by councils.
· I have had people fail in the last 10 seconds of their driving test. It isn’t over until they tell you to turn off your engine when you arrive back from your test.
· You may have 2 examiners with you, one to test you and the other watch your examiner is doing their job correctly. The engine may be easier to stall if there’s an extra person in the back seat so bare this in mind.
· If you feel relaxed the examiner will also feel relaxed, they would rather you drive a “little” slower than too fast. Be careful not to drive to slow though. They are looking for a balanced driver.

· Make sure your mobile phone is off or on silent. If it is on silent make sure it does NOT vibrate as this will distract you while you are driving.
· Meeting situations (parked cars) think ahead very well. If you have doubts about the space, you have doubts for a reason – it’s not big enough.
· Green traffic lights could change at any moment, be anticipating their change when you are approaching them, be thinking at which point you will no longer be able to stop safely before the white stop line.
· We are normally the slowest person driving on the roads BUT you may encounter someone slower than you. One very common thing people do is forget the correct following/separation distance. If you encounter someone driving very slowly, keep a safe distance and try not to brake too late. If you get close, fix it.
· If there is more than one lane going in the same direction, try to use the left lane as the other lanes are used for overtaking only. You are allowed to use them, if you are confident you will be able to overtake and get back to the left lane before you get to the next junction.
· If at any point during the test you feel you don’t understand what is being asked of you, ask the examiner to repeat what they have said or repeat back to them what you have understood from their instruction, they would prefer you ask them than be confused and go wrong.
· When you pass the examiner will take you provisional licence from you (if your address is correct) and your new licence will be posted to you automatically. You can start driving from the moment you pass your driving test without your licence because they will give you a pass certificate but you must inform your insurance that you now have a full licence and not a provisional licence.
· When you’re asked to sign, please make sure your signature matches that on your licence.

